
The 2011 SGI conference was well attended 

this year with 15 people from MFHRG mak-

ing the trip to  Miami Beach, Florida.   High-

lights of the trip included: Jo Glazierôs ex-

cellent talk on homocysteine transport and 

metabolism in the placenta in the Placenta 

Association of the Americas satellite sympo-

sium; Peter Sipos being awarded the Pfizer 

Presidentôs Presenterôs award for his ab-

stract detailing his work on fetal endothelial 

progenitor cells in placental vasculogenesis 

which he presented in the Presidentôs New 

Investigator Plenary Session; and Paula 

Diazôs superb talk and Giogio Pardi award 

(and $2000 research award) for her work on syncytiotrophoblast potassium 

channels as targets of nitra-

tive stress. Jenny Myers and 

Richard Blankley provided 

outstanding talks on pro-

teomics and protein bio-

markers for pre -eclampsia. 

Lizzie presented data from her 
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study in Leeds and found there are 2 Elizabeth Bonneys in the field of preterm birth! All MFHRG 
oral presentations were well attended despite the fierce air conditioning turning everyone blue!   
 

Diane Atkinson, Mark Dilworth, Christina Hayward, Laura Kusinski and Sylvia Lui were kept 

very busy at their posters which received great comments from the judges and other conference 

delegates. Mark Wareing did a great job of chairing a session on placenta angiegenesis (direct 

quote from the programme!) and invasion, particularly by asking a question which stumped Profes-
sor Gernot Desoye, and despite being left in the lurch by his co -chair. Overall, the conference was a 

success for everyone in MFHRG who attended and the sunshine was a welcome addition to the 
whole experience.   
 

SGI Cuban Dinner  

Miami Beach View from 
Fontainebleau Hotel  
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A project grant ñRole of the fetoplacental endothelium in the at-

tenuation of blood flow to the fetus during fetal growth restrictionò 

has been awarded by the British Heart Foundation  to Paul 

Brownbill (lead), Colin Sibley, Ed Johnstone, Mark Wareing and 

Sue Greenwood (£290K). Umbilical Doppler and fetal biometry will 

be used at the Manchester Placenta Clinic  to characterise se-

vere cases of fetal growth restriction (FGR) with reduced fetopla-

cental blood flow and reduced amniotic fluid indices. Ex vivo  feto-

placental vascular physiology and flow -conditioned in vitro  endo-

thelial cell signalling will be studied to determine the dysfunctional 

regulation of fetoplacental vascular tone in FGR, in response to 

shear stress and an endocrine stimulus.  

Paul Brownbill - British Heart Foundation Grant Award 

Clare TowerñCLAHRC Project funding 

Clare Tower has been awarded óFlexibility and Sustain-

abilityó funding from the NIHR/CLAHRC for her project 

óEnhanced Vascular Risk Management in Women with 

Lupus and Connective Tissue diseases during preg-

nancyô . The award of Ã29,232 is for 7 months and is 

preliminary to a full application.  

  Jenny Myers 

Following a successful interview in March,  Dr Jenny 
Myers was appointed as Clinical Senior Lecturer in 

Obstetrics from 1st April  2011.   
 

Jenny plans to continue her work using proteomics in 
relation to pregnancy complications and will also be 

setting up a new research clinic "MAViS" Manchester 
Antenatal Vascular Service. This clinic will care for women 

with underlying vascular disease with the aim of mproving 

treatment and pregnancy outcomes.  



In collaboration with Colin Sibley and Prof Garth Cooper) Mark 

was awarded £7000 as part of a scheme funded by the BBSRC 

to increase collaborations between IMB and Systems Biology. 

The title of the project is as follows:  ' Placental adaptation in 

mouse models of fetal growth restriction: metabolomic and 

proteomic analysis of the fetal nutrient demand signals' and 

work will involve collaborations between MFHRG and the new 

CADET facility  

 

Mark Dilworth 
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Community lifestyle programme for pregnant women with a 
BMIÓ30kg/m2 led by Professor Tina Lavender  

  

The Department of Health has approved the pilot randomised 

controlled trial (RCT) as a continuation of the current feasibility 

study.  The pilot RCT is currently under-going the relevant ap-

proval processes (e.g., NHS REC and local R&D).  The research 

team hope to start recruitment in July 2011  in the Greater 

Manchester areas of Bolton and Oldham (n=72; 36 in each site 

- 18 randomised to the 'intervention' group  and 18 randomised 

to the control 'normal maternity care' group).   The intervention 

group will attend the  10-week antenatal lifestyle programme which will run in October 

to December 2011. Results will be analysed between January and April 2012.  A main 

RCT trial will be the next step and funding will be applied for over the next year.    See 

publications page. 
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Jo Glazierõs travels 

Jo visits Melbourne University  
In February Jo visited her grant collaborators Prof. Stephen Rogerson and Dr Philippe Boeuf in 
Dept. Medicine, University of Melbourne for 2 weeks. The 
title of the 3-year project they have been working on to-
gether is ñPlacental malaria, placental function, nutrient 
transport and fetal growth restrictionò; funded by NHMRC. 
The purpose of her visit was to discuss project progress 
as the project enters its final phase and to perform some 
experiments based on her expertise of isolating syncyti-
otrophoblast plasma membranes. Some placental biop-
sies have already been collected in Papua New Guinea 
where malaria is common and sent to Melbourne for 
analysis. However, an important part of the project has 
yet to be completed, whereby microvillous plasma mem-
brane vesicles (MVM) will be isolated from placentas in 
Papua New Guinea with and without malarial infection 
and transported back to Melbourne for transporter activity 

measurements. Whilst in 
Melbourne, Jo oversaw a 
few MVM preps. using the newly purchased centrifuge which has 
been bought for this purpose to make sure all quality control meas-
ures were satisfactory before the centrifuge is shipped out to Papua 
New Guinea lab. This is very exciting as this will be the first study to 
examine placental transporter activity in such a cohort and it is hoped 
that this will lead the way for further collaborations between Man-
chester and Melbourne.  Of course Jo couldnôt resist the opportunity 
to visit her friends in Queensland whilst in Australia, and they took 
her on a great day out to Noosa and a visit to the beach.  
 

 
SGI 
Jo was invited to give a talk at SGI in Miami at the Placenta Association of the Americas Satellite 
Meeting. Her talk ñPlacental Homocysteine Transport and Metabolism: Interactions with Folate and 
Vitamin B12 received a good audience and was well attended by over 100 delegates. After all the 
high powered science it was time for some R&R and during her following 2 week holiday she 
swam with the dolphins, something that has been a life-long ambition. It was a fantastic and 
memorable experience, real fun and she chose to do the belly-to-belly swim where the dolphin pro-
pels you across the pool on its back. Highly recommended!  
 
Parliamentary Reception  
in March Jo was invited to a Parliamentary Reception at the Palace of Westminster to launch the 

Go Folic! Campaign to increase Womensô Folic Acid Intake to prevent Neural Tube Defects. The 

timing was rather unfortunate as she was away at SGI. However, this has been followed up by a 

request from the Association for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus to Jo to give a special lecture at 

their annual meeting in Nottingham in June and she is delighted to accept this invitation. 



Carolyn Jones has been awarded the de-

gree of Doctor of Medical Science 

(DMedSc) for her thesis entitled THE MOR-

PHOLOGY AND GLYCOBIOLOGY OF RE-

PRODUCTIVE   TISSUES IN HUMAN AND 

ANIMAL SPECIES.  

 Deirdre Thajam Travel Awards 
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Deirdre has been awarded  travel 
awards from the 4 -0-8 Sheffield Fund 

(£500) and the Iolanthe Trust 
(£1000).  These will enable Deirdre to 

present at the International Confed-
eration of Midwives 29th Triennial 

Congress in Durban in June.  

 Carolyn Jones  

Tommyõs  and  TumbleTots  

On 28th February,   

Colin Sibley attended, on 

behalf of Tommyôs,  a re-

cent session of  a Congle-

ton branch of  Tumble Tots 

where he was presented 

with a cheque  for 

£36,200.   

 

With very many thanks to 

all the gorgeous tumbling 

tots and their fans and 

sponsors  across the 

whole of the UK  for rais-

ing this substantial  dona-

tion.  
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Please include:  Maternal and Fetal Health Research Centre, 

Manchester Academic Health Sciences Centre, University 
of Manchester when papers are submitted. You should also ac-

knowledge that the Group is supported by the NIHR Biomedical 
Research Centre and (if appropraite for your study) the Greater 
Manchester Local Comprehensive Research Network.  

 
PLEASE REMIND YOURSELVES OF PUBLICATION AFFILIA-

TIONS BEFORE SUBMITTING -  FURTHER DETAILS CAN BE 
FOUND ON THE MFH SHARED DRIVE IN THE FILE 
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