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Page 1 Successes, awards, invitations, presentations

Lucian Nardo and colleagues from Central Manchester University Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust and the University of Manchester have recently set up
the Manchester Expert Research Group in Endometriosis and Endometrium
(MERGE). John Aplin gave a talk on ‘Endometriosis — from models to
molecules’ at their meeting on 27 September.

The group is a multi-disciplinary collaboration between basic scientists and
clinical colleagues including gynaecologists, colorectal surgeons, urologists,
pain specialists, radiologists and pathologists based in the North West of
England. The priority of the group is to become a world-leader in endometriosis
research with a focus on detailing the pathophysiology of the condition,
improving the classification system and identifying novel diagnostic indicators
with an ultimate goal of generating innovative treatment strategies for
endometriosis. For more information please call 0161 701 6965 or email
merge@cmft.nhs.uk.

John Aplin was an invited plenary speaker at the SSR (US Society for the
Study of Reproduction) in Milwaukee July 30th — August 3rd. His topic,
Placental evolution and the glycocode, covered work done with Carolyn
Jones, Karen Forbes and Melissa Westwood as well as a recently published
collaboration with Sarah Robertson’s lab in Adelaide.

The SSR, home of the journal Biology of Reproduction, moves its meeting
around, aiming to visit every state in the USA — next year it is in Portland,
Oregon. Itis an outstanding and friendly meeting, one that both staff and
students should seriously consider attending.
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International Federation of PlacentaAssociations,
October, 2010 — Santiago, Chile

John Aplin gave atalk in London in early October on ‘models of early
implantation’ at the meeting ‘Reproductive Sciences in 2010’.
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The Physiological Society hosted a Cardiac and Respiratory themed meeting
at the University of Birmingham entitled; “Coping with hypoxaemia; strategies
and solutions”. Melissa Brereton and Uzo Sampson were selected to give
both oral and poster presentations on the regulation of fetoplacental blood flow
by oxygen-sensitive K+ channels in normal and growth restricted pregnancies.
Sue Greenwood and Paula Diaz also attended to provide moral support and
learn about oxidative stress, oxygen sensing and the flight of the bear-headed
goose over Mount Everest! Melissa won first prize for The Physiological
Society Poster competition and both Melissa and Uzo received positive
feedback on their presentations from many of the meeting delegates. It was an
excellent meeting and more information can be found in the winter edition of
The Physiological Society Magazine where Melissa writes a short meeting
report and Uzo’s work is highlighted by the event organisers.




Welcome to the Preterm Labour Clinic....

We are pleased to welcome the Preterm Labour Clinic to the
5th floor research department this month. The consultant in
charge of the clinic is Dr.Melissa Whitworth and the
midwifery support will be provided by Sue Woods. It will
take place every Wednesday morning in the clinical suite of
the research department. This clinic will see women during
their pregnancy who have previously experienced a late
miscarriage (more than 16 weeks), had previous cervical
surgery, have a uterine abnormality or have had a
spontaneous delivery prior 32 weeks gestation or previous
preterm rupture of membranes. They will be seen regularly
throughout the second trimester of pregnancy and will
receive a one to one hospital tour including the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit if they wish.

The baby skin care trail have reached their target
recruitment level (PI Tina Lavender)! Well done all.
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1ST ALLIANCE GROUP MEETING

Rebecca Lee Jones, Programme Director for the MRes was asked
to provide team building exercises for the first meeting of the Alliance
Group, organised by Dr Pam Vallely, Senior Lecturer in Medical
Virology on 21 September in University Place. One of Rebecca’s
exercises at the meeting was to ask students to draw their idea of an
ideal Supervisor. Various pictures were submitted, with supervisors
possessing attributes such as a large watch so they could monitor
their time more effectively and large pockets in their lab coats to
store various forms of electronic and paper communication. This
was a good opportunity for students newly embarking on their
chosen postgraduate course to exchange information/ideas and form
new relationships. The MRes Administrator, Inez Phillips, met up
with other Programme Administrators including Joy Stewart ( MRes
in TERM and Postgraduate Administrator), Michael Pollitt,
Postgraduate Administrator, Schools of Translational Medicine,
Biomedicine & Manchester Medical School and Mrs Alison Howard,
Graduate Manager. Students and staff remarked on their enjoyable
and productive day.




Page 7: Successes, awards, invitations,
presentations

Alison Cooke was an invited speaker at the British Journal of
Midwifery Annual Conference in June 2010. She had a poster
presentation at the British Maternal and Fetal Medicine Society
Conference in June 2010 and gave an oral presentation at the 8th
International Qualitative Research Conference in September

2010.She is giving an oral presentation at the Royal College of
Midwives Annual Conference in November 2010 and also at the
International Confederation of Midwives 29th Triennial Congress in
Durban in June 2011. Abstract title "Exploring the older mother
from different perspectives: the voices of women (an exploratory
study of women's views and experiences of delayed childbearing)"
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Forthcoming events:

The MFH Christmas Meal will be held in the evening
(starting at 5.00 pm) this year, on Wednesday 15 December
at Sweet Mandarin, in the Northern Quarter. Mark Wareing
will be organising a Christmas Quiz that afternoon (details
to be announced nearer the time) and there will be another
Yankee Swap. Those who would like to participate in the
Yankee Swap should bring a wrapped gift (maximum Vaiiams
£10) on the day. Inez will be collecting remaining meal
balances on 30 November.




Manchester
Health
Academy
Artwork
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We recently played host to students
of the Manchester Health Academy.
The students worked with Ed,

Suzanne, lan, Caroline and Michelle
to learn more about health research
and the complications of pregnancy.

The students were given the task of
producing a piece of artwork which
represents the work of the
Manchester Placenta Clinic. They
rose to the challenge and produced
some fantastic work, which is
currently displayed in the visitors
waiting area by reception on the 5th
floor.

After voting for your favourite image
in July, Andiswa Moyo, aged 15. was
presented with a prize and a copy of
his winning artwork by Ed on the
28th of September in a ceremony
attended by his fellow students,
teachers, Colin and members of the
trust.
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Laura Goodfellow is an obstetrics
and gynaecology ST1 on the ACF
(academic clinical fellowship)
programme. She has just started 3
months of research time (October to
January), and will then go back to
clinical practice as an Obs & Gynae
SHO for 9 months. Laura will be
working with Melissa and Ed looking
into the association between IGFBP
proteases and pregnancy outcome.
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Phil Dutton

AN

Chloe Hirst

Tolu Junaid

Supervisors: Alex
Heazell, Rebecca Lee
Jones

Degree: Intercalated 4th
year medical student,
University of Manchester

Supervisors: Karen
Forbes, Melissa
Westwood

Degree: Biomedical
Sciences, University of
Manchester

Supervisors: Sue
Greenwood, Michelle
Desforges.

Degree:
Anatomy/Immunology,
University of Manchester

Supervisors: John Aplin,
Ed Johnstone, Tracey
Mills

Degree:
Medicine/Surgery,
Olabisi Onabanjo
University, Nigeria

MRES STUDENTS 2010

Emma Kellett

Alice Ridgway

Supervisors: Jenny
Myers, Melissa
Westwood, John Aplin
Degree: Intercalated 4th
year medical student,
University of Manchester

Supervisors: Rebecca
Lee Jones, Melissa
Whitworth

Degree: Biology,
University of Manchester
Mres student rep

Supervisors: Ed
Johnstone, lan Crocker
Degree: Intercalated 4th
year medical student
University of Manchester

Supervisors: Colin
Sibley, Jo Glazier, Ed
Johnstone, Paul
Brownbill

Degree: Medical
Sciences, University of
Leeds

Supervisors: lan
Crocker, Colin Sibley
Degree: Biology,
University of Manchester
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Beth Holder left at the end of October to start a
postdoc at King's College, London, investigating the
role of regulatory T cells in autoimmune hepatitis. We
wish her the best of luck in her new job.

Mais Al-Junaidy,
2009 MRes student,
working in the lab
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Please include: Maternal and Fetal Health Research Centre,
Manchester Academic Health Sciences Centre, University of
Manchester when papers are submitted. You should also
acknowledge that the Group is supported by the NIHR Biomedical
Research Centre and (if appropraite for your study) the Greater
Manchester Local Comprehensive Research Network.— PLEASE
REMIND YOURSELVES OF PUBLICATION AFFILIATIONS
BEFORE SUBMITTING - FURTHER DETAILS CAN BE FOUND
ON THE MFH SHARED DRIVE IN THE FILE ‘RESEARCH
GROUP ADMIN’
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term="Thajam D"[Author]
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term="Atkinson DE"[Author]
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term="Sibley CP"[Author]
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term="Lavender T"[Author]
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Seminar Room A/B
Research Floor
5th Floor, SMH

Date

02/11/2010
09/11/2010
16/11/2010
23/11/2010
30/11/2010
07/12/2010
14/12/2010
21/12/2010
28/12/2010
04/01/2011
11/01/2011
18/01/2011
25/01/2011
01/02/2011

08:45 — 09:45

Speakers

Peter Sipos and Paul Brownbill
Alexandra Solomon & Andrea Ditchfield
Suzanne Thomas and Paula Diaz
Christina Hayward and Sarah Coleman
Sue Woods and Andy Sharpe

Debbie Smith and Khiria Alsaghiri
Lizzie Bonnie and Kim Hannam
Christmas

Christmas

Christmas

Caroline Wright and Karen Forbes
Chloe Duval and Laura Kusinski
Youn-J Kang and L Stocks/C Jones
Melissa Brereton and Isaac Huen

03/11/10- No meeting
10/11/10- No Meeting

Chairs

Paul Brownbill & James Newham
Raja Nadif and Christal Fisher

Alison Cooke and Melissa Brereton
Caroline Wright and Laura Kusinski
Charlotte Jones & Alexandra Solomon
Lois Stocks and Deirdre Thajam

Isaac Huen and Sarah Lee

Christmas

Christmas

Christmas

Christina Hayward and Andrea Ditchfield
Youn-Jung Kang and Peter Sipos
Karen Forbes and Zoe Darwin
Richard Blankley and Khiria Alsaghiri

17/11/10- Deirdre (change to usual start time - now 1.00 pm)

24/11/10- Paul
01/12/10- Christina
08/12/10- Laura
15/12/10- Caroline W
22/12/10- Paula
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